0 


IMT Nuremberg Archives 


H — 1067 


International Court of Justice 





a iN 


Ahune 
Take 1, vage 1 
2 vuly 46 


OFFICIAL TRANSCHKir? OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE OF 
ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A UOMMISSION APPOLNTED 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL MLLITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT 
PARAGRAPH & UF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 
13 MARCH 1946. 


RR July 1946 


COMMISSLONER: 


Me Martin-Havatt ARMAND 


Tr aa 
ATUS Deedes 
—_———— 


(The Commission convened at 1020 hours. ) 
HANS J. KUBII'Z, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 


DORE SOGOU Gnas 


- MARLLN-HAVAD: You are reminded that you are still under oath, 


ee 
DR. HOSNSEL: For the sake of the translation, counsel asks that the words 


Fitkedeitecke Mittelstelle meaning "Office for the Repatriation and Welfare of 
Racial Germany" not be translated into English, but be used in the original form. 
Counsel further states that the translation used so far, namely, "Office for 
Racial Germans", is incorrect. Counsel wants to suggest that the word iy be trans- 
lated as "agency for Funds of Hacial Minorities", 

M. MARTIN-HAVAD: It is not within my power to judge what it is. 

MR. ELWYN JONES: 2x 1 have no objection to the continued use of the 


phrase "Volksdeutsche liittelstelle", 


i. MART LN-HAVAD: Then we will proceed with the examination. 
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DIXECL EXAMINAT LUN 


2 in the trial brief and inthe FProsecution's speech in regard tok the SS, 
it has been claimed that the Volksdeutsche iittelstelle had a hand in the evacuation 
of Lorrainians. is that correct? 

Z — testified yesterday that the work of the Volksdeutsche mittelstelle 

ro) 
consistedydundcimmxrepatriation and resettlement of racial Germans in conjunction with 
the strengthening of Germanism, and 1 also said that neither the SS nor the Volks- 
deutsche Mittelstelle had anything to do with the evacuation of Alsatians and 
Lorrainians 
kmurvmmianms because they were not Germans. xm Alsace and Lorraine were administered 
by the so-called Chief of Civil Administration, which corresponded to the Gauleiters 
in alsace de Buerbel. 

1 only learned, from a leader of the verman women's Association, that Buerbel 
was carrying out evacaation work in Lorraine. My office then handed over this materia. 
to the Office for the Strengthening of Germanism as being the competent office -- that 
is, the office under Himmler. A conference was held, as i later learned, in the 
middle of 1942, between Himmler and Buerbel. In this conference, buerbel said that 
he was directly subordinate to the ruehrer, and that Himmler did not have any right 
to interfere with his wrk as he wes the Commissar for the Strengthening of 
Germanisn. 


Q Now, to another complex, ‘I'he Xussian Prosecutor has submitted a copious 


document which 1 have not had an occasion to see in its entirety, USSR Document 


60. tL only received short extracts and photostats of this copious document. In 


this doament it again alleges what Xudenko alleges in his vrosecution on 9 Xatnma 
February, 1946, that as early as 1932 Hitler was supposed tom have brought about 
the resettlement of Uzechoslovakia, Siberia and Bohemia, and made use of the SS to s 
carry it out. What do you know of this’ Y 
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A 1 can say nothing about this. 1 can only say, that expressed in my terms, 


this 1s a very, very great exaggeration. In 1932 Hitler had not yet come into 
power, but at that time was still the leader of the German Opposition Movement. 
The Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia was not established until 1938, to which 
organization 
muxk this resettlement question referred, and this protectorate was established 
as a solution not by Hitler, but in a 4-powered conference. Aside from this, 
Siberia was in Russia in 1932, and Bohemia in Poland, 

I cannot imagine that Hitler, who was at that time still trying to attain 

would, 

power in Germany mimy at that time, make Poland, Czechoslovakia and Gaxmany Bohemia 
his enemies, 

Q I do't want to refer to any of Hitler's objectives, We just want to refer 
to the SS, 

4 No, it just had sanething to do with this Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle. 

Q According to the brial brief, the purpose of these measures seems to have 
been to bring hundreds of thousands of needy people, under the poorest mmnckicion 
conditions, to Germany. What was the condition of the camps that were umer the 
Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle in Germany? 

Those Germans who had come to Germany by reason of state treaties that Gemmm y 
had caused with other allied makkk nations, especially Soviet Russia, were placed 
in camps in Germany. Their number is around 1,000,000 people. These people were 
resettled and taken out of their original territories. The resettlement took place 
at & a time when, on the whole, there had heen no definite plans as yet as to where 
they were going to be xexmkkikment resettled or how. Jt was only an imaginary idea 
at that time that they would be settled somewhere in the East or in the Reich, 


With the settlement question itself, the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle had nothing to 


do. The Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle concerned itself only with the transportation 
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of these people and placing them into camps. 

I can say, however, that the conditiona and the general feeling in the 
€amps were very bad because the people saw that they were not going to be resettled, 
but would fave to remain in the camp for years probably. I know that only aout 
300,000 of these people were placed as trustees of==m=emmm property that had an 
_ equivalent wax value of their own former property. The remainder were placed, by 

still others 

reason of the German war efforts in industries and/had to work on the land. 

Q That means that the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle had little to do with making 
territories Ret penrid these people were going to be settled later on? 

little 
We not only had mmkbrimg to do with it, we had nothing to do with it. 

C On the other hand you handled funds, for example, as an exchange. 
aid of which banks were you able to do this? 

A I would first have to give a little explanation here. This was really the 
eriginal sphere of work of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle, except, for example, in 
the European countries outside of Germany where the German minorities had formed 
themselves as an organization by reason of the Minorities Protectorate Treaties that 
had been made. These organizations were recognized in Hague and in Geneva, and 
these minority organizations were mmt united under the organization of the Bmx 
Yoorganmix Verband Deutscher itkmmkake liinontaeten, memikaakiens 

Q Do you mean to say that handling questions of German minorities and any racial 
questions were not the work of the Volksdeutsche Nittelstelle? 

A We hac nothing to do with racial questions. The Volksdeutsche liittelstelle 
was considered by us not from a biological viewpoint, but from a purely aesthetical 
um Viewpoint... These German organizations concerned themselves primarily with 


questions of x cultural and mamez religious matters, and they applied to all 


institutions, organizations, and individuals in Germany and abroad, in order to l / 





gies iN 


Take 1, Page 5 
2 July 16 


gather funds mut to pursue their activities in the cultural and religious questions, 


There were connections especially from the Southeastern states to the Southeastern 
organizations in Austria; in the Protestant circles there were further connections 
to the Gustaf-Adolph megazmx organization and also to the Volksdeutsche Mttelstelle; 
and as far as the Catholic circles were concerned, there were connections between 
the Catholic organizations mm for Catholicism abroad; for the somboskriobiecse indus- 
trialists, Mr. Topfer in Hamburg.. There were moueeazezpezz especially strong 
connections with him in the Southeastern states from the Eastern Polish people to the 
MEM Liennonites in America. ‘lhese relations were the same as,for example, thePolish 
people abroad had to their country, or that the Czech minorities had to théirs. 
These relationships had existed for all these minorities since 1919, with theexcep- 
tion of the Sieben Buergen Saxonians, and with them minorities in the sma Southeast 
that had existed since ghe beginning of the 19th century. 

li, MARTIN-HAVAD: 

RDREOXT NRX The withess is making such a long speech about the history 
of & German minorities and we would like to come back to the issued of it. 
BY DR. HOENSEL: 

if Among other kim things, General Rudenko said on 20 December 1945, that the 

High Command of the SS , the so-called Volksdeutsche Mikkk llittelstelle was a center 
for the Skhourmiomm fifth column. Will you please tell us whether the Volksdeutsche 
xk liittelstelle carried out any National Socialist Propagand with the minorities, or 
gave any instructsion at all, mam especially as concerned political character? 

The sole task of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle was to control and check 
the funds that were sent from khmexx this organizatim to the minorities mf and vice 
versa, The Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle had absolutely no setup that would enable it 
to give political instructions. 


The policy of the Volksdeutsche Liittelstelle had always been not to carry on 


ttt 
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any National Socialist vropaganda within the minorities. Jt was even forbidden to 


send any pamphlets or books to the minorities concerning this question that could 


not be brought abroad, wsembers of German minorities could not participate in any 

arrests by the National Socialist roreign Yorkers. They were 
not even allowed to book menbers of the Party or its affiliated organizations, not 
even if their place of residence was within Germany, 

The organizations of these minorities were not allowed to have any names 
that were comparable to any other similar organizationsx in Germany. These members 
of German minorities were always likely to support the Governments of the 
countries in which they lived, ‘they were not even allowed to become members 
of any so called pseudo organisation or to suppost them or they were not 
allowed to join for instance any such # organisations as the Lron Cross 
in Rumania , the Rimkt +feil Kreuzler in Hungary and the Danish National 
Socialist Organisation mm in Denmark, 

The sole task of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle was to see that 
funds were raised for minorities to further their pupposes in cultural and 
religious work, ‘4hese funds were to be handed to these minorities through the 
Reichsbank or the different banks of the different cities. The national banks 
of the different cities always had the possibility of checking the purposes 
for which these funds were wemutkex required and for what purpose they were 
expended, if this exchange of funds was based on agreements between 
Germany and foreign cities, the foreign cities in their turn were able to 
send money to their minorities. 

EX M, MARTIN HAVARD.: “he witness details his answerex too much. 

All these dma details are not pertinent to the question. 
BY DR. HOBNSEL: 


The Russian Prosemution alleged on the 9th of February that the 
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Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle had employed wandering teachers and sent them to 


the minorities, especially Hitler Youth members, in order to carry on 


national socialist propaganda there, 
A I can only day here that the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle never 
carried on any propagande in the German facial Eroup. The Volksdeubsche 
litte}stelle sent no inatrurkivesx instructors or Hitler Youth members to the 
minority groups. As far as the indictment of the wandering teachers is concerned 
I can only say that these were not teachers who wandered to Poland but this 
was an original Polish institubion. In Poland there was only one tm school 
with trained teachers that tought the German language. 
There were as a consequence, insufficient numbers of teachers a nd therefore 
Poland had to endow and reinstate these teachers who went x to teach in the 
different schools, and these teachers were called "wandering teachers", 
Q I shall now hand you a document, USA 95, of whigh the American 
Prosecution maintains, that it proves that the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle 
hand in the preparation of the occupation of the Sxmrhwkievaiking 
Czechoslovakian State inocsmsrnbanpcdinermasex because at a meeting in March, 
1938, mioodeiek 2 SS Obergruppenfuehrers and Professor Haushofer were present 
as members of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle. iy quéstion to you now is, 
did they have anything to do with itv 
A The Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle as an office had nothing to do with the 
settlementx of the Sudeten cuestion, SS Ubergruppenfuehrer Lorenz who is 
named here as the representative of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle told me 
- when he showed me a picture of himself and Henlein, that he had been 
appointéd by Hitler as the special liasoh between Hitler and Frank and had been 
given a special mission by Hitler. Lorenz did not take along with him as 


assistant a member of the Volksdeutsche littelstelle but he did for this purpose, 
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ask that an attache of the Foreign Office be given to him and that this man 
would be returned to the FOreign Office after this question had been settled. 
Professor Haushofer has never been a member of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle. 
in this respect the record is incorrect and in Lorenz's case it would heave been 
more correct if the record had read as follows: 

Lorenz, SS Otergruppenfuehrer , special envoy or delegate of Hitler, 
and not , Lorenz, SS Obvergruppenfuehrer, Volksdeutsche liittelstelle, 


Moreover, this document is stamped Top Secret Matter, and 1 can only 


say that the 6 menbers of the Volksdeutsche littelstelle learned just as little 


as members of other offices. 

2 I should now like to present two documants, USSR 268 and 270. In these 
documents , mention is made of Ward Price, the English jdurnalist. Do you 
know whether Hitler instructed Lorenz to give Price an interview? 

document 

A May £ just look at the smemmmmk a minute. I know nothing of this. 
This is just what 1 said before, that Lorenz as the deputy or envoy of Hitler 
had nothing to do with this. The Fuehrer imagined an interview woth Ward Price. 
The Volksdeutsche liittelstelle had nothing at all to do with this. It had no hand 
in it. Moreover, the document bears the stamp "Secret", I only remember that on 
the occasion of the Party Rally in 193% 1 saw Hitler, Ward Price and Henlein 
sitting together with the British Ambassador at a # table. 

LR. ELVWYN JONES: Mr, Gummisiomer Commissioner, if the witness says he 
know nothing about this, then it really is a waste of time that he should guess 
at the makem nature of the document. 

BY DR. HOENSEL: 

Q You must be quite definite in your answer. You must be ouite cara@ful in 
saying whether you know or don't know the answer, and if you don't know, you must 
answer in the negatiwe. Now, did the & Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle give meney to 


Henlein: 
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No, the volksdeutsche mittelstelle had no budget. 
ere any funds given to the Sudeten German rarty through the channels of the 


Volksdeutsche mittelstelle? 


1 dam't remember that any money was passed throughthe channels of the 


Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle. It ay be possible, however, that after 1938, when 


Austria had been mammexkm annexed bo Germany, that funds were handed over through 
the Schulverein Sued-Margk and transferred by this organization. 

Q Did the Volksdeutsche Mittelstell have anything to do with payments and 
funds, for example, received fromthe Foreign 6ffice? 

Wmx 1 have already said that the Volksdeutsche Mittelstell was able only 
to transfer money abroad through the Reichsban&, not through the Foreign Office. 

To what extent did the Vo]ksdeutsche Mittelstelle receive any instructions 
from Himmler as the “eishsfuehrer SS? 

By reason of a powere given to Hess in 1936, the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle 
had been fouried as an organization directly subordinate to him. In 1937, the 
successor of the first director of the organization, Von Kursel, became SS Oberfruppen- 
fuehrer Lorenz. Lorenz was appointed by Hess because Loreng was the Baogk fmm 
Deputy of Ribbentrop in the Staff kibbentpop. From there on Lorenz waS Qirectly 
subordinate to Hitler himself. By reasond’ this, Himmler could not be given any 
influence over Lorenz even if he had wanted to, because Lorenz was directly subordinate 
to Hitler. 

in 1939 when the Reichs Commissionme for the strengthening of Germanisnwas 
founded, and Hitler became Reichs Commissioner, Himmler was able to make use of 


all state offices and organizations by reason of the Fuehrer decree of the 7th of 


October, 1939. 
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M. MARTIN-HAVAD: Dr. Hoemsel, L believe that a simple answer would suffice. 


going too far into detail, 


The rrosecution says that according to the National Smrxx socialist 3% annual 
publication, the SS Fuehrer and SS men carried out the settlement work, and this, 
according to the publication, points to the fact that the SS and not the State 
became active within the scope of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle,. 
is trying to burden the entire work of resettlement here on the 
however, an SS task, but a state decree. Can you say anything concerning SS 


membership with the Racial Germans? 


Q 
1 As I have already stated, the Volksdeutsche Mittelstell, was divided into two 
i 


distinct} parts. The first directly subordinate to Hitler, and the second that only 
EBMEXR concerned itself and handled questions of funds and money for cultural and 
church purposes. 
They solely 
In 1936 the first sector had no SS members at all. imum were iauste Lorenz 
and the legal administrator that he brought along with him when he came to the Volks- 
deutsche Mittelstelle who were members of the SS. The remainigg 6 were  wmiococark 
OEE GX not in, At the bm end of 1938 they were given honorary SS ranks 
according to the position that they had in the Volksdeutsche Mittelste]lle because 
they were members of the mominck executive bodiesmt of different inter-state organize-= 
tions, and as such, would have to wear, on social occasions, their uniforms, 
‘4 Will you please mention numbers, figures? How many of the employees 
SS members? 
A The other sector, the resettlement sector that was later called Main Officd, 


Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle, had a members of around 14,000 people. Of these 14,000 


people, 7,000 were women and members of the NSKK, the Nazi transportation organizatior 
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7,000 wore SS uniforms, but were not members of the SS. They had to wear uniforms 
because by reason of the resettlement agreementapckimgodomitummm, the resettlement 
work was supposed to be carried out by personnel in uniforms. As the wearing of 
police or Army uniforms was impossible during the state of war, an agreement was 


> 


reached with the Soviet Union that these mmmmkxx commandos should wear SS uniforms. 
There 

Zaex were about 200 people who had been members of the SS who were called to do work 
in this Commission. Some of these people who had gx been given thelt UK rank in 
Germany, that is, essential to war industry and not available for service a the 
front, were drafted into the Saffen SS and placed on the staff of the Main Office 

of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle and thus made available. Including the 200 | 
already mentioned, this miosemkmonmmx circle would comprise about 800 people. 

Nhat about the head of the organization with the different consultants? How 
manyz consultants and how many SS members? 

In 1936, 1 already said, fhere were known, in 1937, only Lorenz and his 
legal administrator. in 1938, the remaining 6 mmeeuitxkm consultants were given 
honorary SS ranks and the gentlemenk who came later into this sector were not given 
any rank at all. They were not even accepted as members of the Party. 

My final question. Bicbormm Would you say then, that the Volksdeutsche 


luittelstelle was active, or did its work within the scope of the Reichs Commissariat 


for the Strengthening of Germanism, considering that there were only few SS members? 


I should like to answer the question correctly, that the Volksdeutsche 
luittelstelle is an organization concerning itself with certain spheres of work. For 
example, the transfer of funds for the ex culture and welfare of racial Germans, 
and that the office was not a part of an Hauptaimt or a Main Uffice of the SS, but 
a Superior Reich Uffice and that, of the 14,000 members, only 800 members at the 


very most were SS members. Also, they carried out their work as members of an officd 
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within the scope of the authority of the State, and they were only connected with 


the resettlement when the authority of the State had been given, 

The Volksdeutsche liittelstelle had just as little to do with the ss where 
resettlement questions were concerned as the Luftwaffe had by reason of its personal 
connection with Goering under the 4-Years Plan that was under Goering's jurisdiction. 

MR. ELWYN JONES: 
xiioodibihogk: Mr. Commissioner, would it be convenient for you to grant a 
brief break for 15 minutes? I have a very important interview, but I shall be back 


in 15 minutes. 


M. MAR Da bs The Commission will recess for 20 minutes. 


(A recess was taken. } 
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CROSS EXAMINATION (Continued) 
BY MR. ELYYN-JONES 

Q Witness, as I understand it, the Volksdeutsche lfittelstelle was 
concerned with matters of religion and culture and was also a sort of 
accounting office for the transfer of funds to Germans abroad. Is that right? 

A The Volksdeutsche Mittlestelle itself did not concern itself with 
religious or cultural questions. It was, however, through it that the trans- 
fer of money to the minorities was being carried out in a certain priority, 
that the important questions were given funds first and the less important 
in the right sequence and that the transfer of the money was properly carried 
out . 

Q How many millions of marks did you transfer to German Minorities 
abroad for the work that you were encouraging between the years 1933 and 
1934? 

A I cannot give any information as to the years 1933 to the end of 
1936 because at that time the VDMS was not as yet in existence. From the 
founding of VDMS until the outbreak of war in 1939 the estimate of the 
annual figure transferred by the VDMS to the German Racial Groups lay 
between two and three million marks annually. The annual payments were not 
always the same every year but depended to a great extent on the sum of 
money that a foreign state was in its turn willing to transfer to its 
minorities in Germany. Jt was a sort of mutual exchange business. It 
would probably be right to say that most of the money went to Poland and 
with Poland there was always an exchange of opinion, a checking, and a 
discussion conceming how many Cerman schools were being established in 
Poland, or how many Polish schools in Germany, how many churches, how many _ 

i 


organizations, and so on, and usually the two amounts balanced one another, [7 


j 
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Q You know that the German minorities in countries like Poland were 
one of the most sinister instrumbnts of your Nazi Fifth Column technique, 
don't you? 

A That is not knomm to me. 

© You don't know the activities of Henlein in Czechoslovakia for instance? 

A TI know that it was Henlein's duty to intercede for the members of his 
Party, which was the strmgest Party, in the Czech State. 

And you also know, of course, that Venlein deliberately set out to 
destroy the Czech State? 

A T know tht Henlein demanded for his party and his adherents 
autonomy and that in relation to this question of autonomy Lord Runciman 
asked that he define his policy more closely, that Henlein went to =ngland 
for this sole purpose and discussed the situation with representatives there. 
Tt was within the rights of Henlein to demand autonomy because it was not 
against the Czech State. On the contrary the Czech State was composed largely 
of minority groups. The Carpathian Ukranians asked for autonomy and they 
were granted that autonomy; the Slovaks asked for autonomy and were granted 
it, by reason of the Spitzberger agreement. 

Q And was the march of Nazi troops into the whole of Czechoslovakia 
another autonomist gesture on the part of Henlein and you of the SS? 

A One first distinguished between two phases. One phase, 1938, the 
founding of the Protectorate Bohemia and Moravia. This = first phase was 
not a gesture made by the SS but as far as I know from the press, andI 
know nothing else, it was made by reason of an agreement between the four 


foreign ministers - Chamberlain, Daladier, Vussolini and Hacha. The second 


phase is the occupation of the protectorate territory in 1939 which as far 
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as I know, andI here too am informed only through the press, was based on 
the desire expressed by the President of the Czech State, Hacha, to Hitler 

to send in his troops for the protection of the Protectorate or the Czech 

State. 

QO You don't seriously believe that, witness, do you? You don't 
seriously invite the Commissioner here to think that you believed that 
seri ously? 

A T have been called here as a witness, I have given my oath, I ama 
Merman officer. If my testimony is not believed you need not cuestion me. 

M, MARTIN-HAVAD: The witness is recuested to speak slowly and 
correctly and answer the questions placed to him. If any remarks are made 
here the Commissioner will make them. 

A Then my answer is Yes, that is what I believed and that is what I 
say here and I shall keep to this, my answer. 

O You knor that there were 4 SS Totenkopf Battalions working from 
inside Czechoslovakia as early as September 1938, don't you? 


A No, I didn't know that. 


? 
Q They were working in the Asch Promontory 


A I do not know. 
What is the relation between your Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle and 
the organization and placing of those SS troops? 
A None at all. 
Lorenz was the head of the VDMS wasn't he? 


Yes. 


And he was present at the meeting between WitLer and Henlein in Yarch 


1938 at which Henlein was told what line the Sudetan German Party was to follow? 





i N00 


A I don't know this. I already testified that Lorenz had been given 
a special mission by Hitler but not as a member of the VDMS and that none 
of the members of the VDMS had anything to do with this affair. 

Well do you know that when the German Foreign Office in August 1938 
awarded further subsidies to Henlein's Sudehan Party the memorandum of the 
recommendation for further subsidies contained the footnote VDMS will be 
informed? I am referring to the extract on page 1867 of the transcript. 

A This was necessary because, as I already testified, the VDMS super- 
vised the foreign exchange budget and if any transfer of foreign exchange 
took place from this fund, the VDMS had to be informed. 

Q You were financing Henlein, weren't you? That is what it comes to. 

A No we did not. We were solely informed that a foreign exchange 
transfer had been made from the funds of the Reichs Bank that had been 
placed there for the purposes of German Racial policy abroad and we had to 
be informed about how much this fund had been reduced. We were not informed 
about the purpose of the transfer, just as to the extent. 

Q Let me understand this. VDMS had an account at the Reichs Bank 
didn't it? 

A Noe 

Q How did the financing of fifth column activities operate then? 

A Ido not know what Mr. Prosecutor means by Fifth colum activities. 
we only financed minorities. 

Q I won't argue with you about that. How did these monies to Henlein 
go out? Through what agency were they sent to Henlein? 

A TI said in my testimony that I do not know whether any money at all 


was given to the State and German Party but if any money WAS given the way 





TT 


was as follows: The same thing applied here as in every other country. 
There first had to be an estimate of the budget necessary for the fiscal 
year submitted to the Ministry of Finance of the respective country, in this 
case the Ministry of Finance of Czechoslovakia. The Ministry of Finance 
then checked the amount that had been demanded, made certain cancellations, 
and then placed a certain sum at the disposal, within the scope of which 
payments could be made. This budget which had been approved by the Ministry 
of Finance was then sent to the VPMS by way of the minorities. Listings 
were made of the different items asked for different purposes, for example 
catholicism, for protestantism, which was represented by the Gustav-Adolph 
Organization, and different purposes. The VDMS then asked the organizations 
or offices listed in this list to place the sums mentioned in the different 
items in Reichsmarks at their disposal. This collected sum of Reichsmarks 
was then transferred directly either by the organizations or by the offices 
to the account of the Czech National Bank.... 

Q Are you suggesting that payments to the Venlein Sudetan Party went 
through the Czech National Bank? 

A The normal payments, that is these payments that the VDVS could 
control, were handled in this fashion. 

9 I am asking you are you suggesting that the payments to Henlein's 
Sudetan Party went through the Czech National Bank. You haven't answered 
my question. 

A Those payments of which the VDMS knew went through the Czech National 
Bank. If any other parties gave money to Henlein the VDMS knew nothing of 


it and therefore I cannot say anything about those. 


© How much money did VDMS give to Henlein? 
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A I already said that the VDMS did not transfer any money to Henlein 
because it could not do so. It had no budget for this purpose. I do not 
know how much money was given to the party through other channels. I have 
no way of knowing this, because, as I already said, after 1938 the Schule- 
verein Stid-Nark was the channel through which the payments were made. 

Q What was your relation with the American Bund? 

I know of the American Bund only what I have read in the paper of 
Kuhn's penal prosecution. 

© Fow much money did you send to him? 

A None at all. We carried on no transfers with minorities in America 
because we thought the Germans in North America were wealthy enough. The 
Power of the VDMS extended solely to Germanism in Europe, not in America. 
Moreover, the ‘merican Federal Bank documents would show how much money was 
transferred because any transfers that went through the Reichs Benk and the 
American Federal Rank would be by reason of agreement. 

Q The VDMS, I suggest to you, was an essential part of the scheme of 
Mtler and Wimmler for establishing German mastery over Europe and for re- 
ducing the subject peoples to a state of servitude to German Folkdom - 
isn't that right? 

A I did not leam of this. 

Q You never really read Himmler's speeches? 

A Noe 

Have you ever heard of his speech at Posen to the SS leaders 
for instance? 


A TI never heard of this speech before I was placed on the witness stand. 


Here in the witness wing of the prison I learned that this speech of Fimmler's 


<a 


was held to SS Gruppenfuehrers,. 
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By racial settlement what your organization meant was robbing people 


of their property and putting Germans to enjoy the fruits of other peoples! 
work. That is what resettlement was, wasn't it? 

A I know nothing of a racial resettlement. T only know the mission 
that I was given in the VDMS and that mission was to bring back Germans from 
abroad to establish a clear frontier of nationalities and to preserve the 
peace by avoiding any possibilities of friction. 

Q But you know perfectly well that Vitler proposed to extend the 
frontiers of Germany to the Crimea and seockeedhsiome to the Caucasus and one 
of the duties of your organization was to assist in expulsion of the unfort- 
unate peoples of non-Germanic territories and plant SS men and their familie 
in their place. That was your whole plan of colonization, wasn't it? 

A I kaow nothing of a colonization plan to this effect that members of 
foreign race were to mke way for members of the German race, especially $5 
mene In my sphere of work I saw that there was no such colonization planned 
because in our camps there were over half a million resettlers without our 
knowing where we were to take them. 

2. What part did the SS play in the driving of the Polish people, for 
instance, out of their homes, so that that territory could be settled by 
Germans? 

A I can mly say that we of the VDMS, as a Superior Reichs Office, 
only handled questions of bringing back Germans but not with driving out or 
with the evacuetion of Poles. I know from conversations, not official con= 
versations but conversatios in my office, of certain small evacuations im 


Rekcomx of Poles but these were not carried through by the SS but immediately 


after the Polish Campaign by the Civil Administration, not by the 55. 
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Q Lastly I want to ask you some questions about the relation of Himmler 


and the SS to the VDMS. Lorenz was an SS man, wasn't he? 
A Yes. 
Q And he was the head of the VDMS? 
Yes. 
what was your position in the VDMS? 
I was legal adviser - lawyer. 
You are a lawyer, are you? 
You were an SS man, weren't you? 
I was one of those men who was given an honorary SS rank because I 
was a member of the Roard of Directors of the German-Polish organization, 
Although I had worked in the VIVS since the beginning of 1937, this honorary 
rank of the SS was not given to me until the end of 1938. 
Q And were the other functionaries of the VDMS given honorary rank in 
the SS? 
A I already said that in the VDMS, Sector I -— I want to make this quite 
clear in order to avoid any misunderstanding-- Sector I is the sector that 
had nothing to do with resettlement questions. I should like to call the 
resettlement sector Sector 2. T already said that in Sector 1 in 1936 when 
the Bureau was established there were no members of the SS; in 1937 there were 
only Lorenz and his legal adviser; in 1938, the end of 1938, the six gentlemen 
became SS members - they were given SS honorary ranks. Those who came later, 
there were about 15 gentlemen and 10 ladies, were not given any SS rank. 
Q I suggest to you that the key men of the VDMS organization were members 


of the SS. 
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A Yes, Lorenz was an SS_ menber but he was not subordinate to Himmler 
but to Hitler. 

2 But you know quite well, don't you, that Himmler was given, by an 
enactment of the Fuehrer, the responsibility for Racial Resettlement and 
Racial problems? 

A TI have already said that I know nothing of racial resettlement, only 
of the resettlement of Germans, and this mission was not given to Wimmler 
in his capacity as Fuehrer of the SS but a state office was founded that 
called itself Festigung Deutschen Volkstums (For the strengthening of 
Germanism.) The appearance of a connection between the SS and the Reichs 
Commissar lies in the fact that in place of the original term Reichsfuehrer-Ss 
instead of the name of Heydrich, Himmler's name had been placed. 

2 And I suggest to you that Himmler was selected for that task because 
he was head of this SS organization which was trained and indoctrinated to 
persecute all races other than German and to enable Germans to enjoy the 
fruits of that bitter persecution. 

A I don't bélieve so. I only learned of five or six instructions that 
Himmler issued in his capacity as Reichs Commissar for the Strengbhening of 
Germanism to the VDMS and those questions solely concerned the carrying out 
of the resettlement of Germans according to the International Treaties. 
Himmler here acted in his capacity as a Superior Reichs Office for if he 
had acted in his capacity as SS-Fuehrer he would have made use of his SS 


offices, He would not have had to build up new State Offices but he would 


already have had organizations at his disposal which he could make use of - 


for dxample Wirtschaft und Verwaltungshauptamt (Economic and Administration 


Vain Office and the Rasse and Siedlungshauptamt (Nain Office for Racial 





A 


and Resettlement Policy.) 

Q How often was Lorenz seeing Himmler about these matters? 

A As far asTI know, Lorenz visited Himmler once a year between the 
years 1939 and 1943 when I was drafted for army service. 

Q What part did your organization play in the extermination of the 
Jews? 

A None at all. 

Q You probably, in fact, never heard of the extermination until after 
the capitulation, did you? 

A Nos 

9 You did not hear of the extermination at all until June of 1945, is 
that right? 

A No. On the contrary, we even resettled full blooded Jews in our 
resettlement program if they wished to be resettled, 

Q Did you think that Himmler's policy was to be kind to the Jews and 
to resettle them on fresh land? 

A I believe that it was his policy to employ the Jews in a relationship 
that corresponded to the index of their population in Germany and to bring 
down or to lessen the big influence that they had had up to 1933 also in 
relationship to their population index. 

Q I am not talking about Numerus Clausaus. I am talking about the 
murder of over six million Jewish human beings and you know perfectly well 
what I am talking about. 

A Up to the end of the war I had not heard a single word concerning 
the murder of six million Jews. 


Q Despite the fact that in your organization you had contacts throughout 


the world with Germans, you had contacts throughout Europe with organizations 
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that we now know were directly connected with this terrible extermination? 

A I never testified here that we had any direct relations to the Jews 
in our office but T personally had better relations, I had Jewish relatives. 
These Jewish relatives of mine emigrated in 1935 and 1936, I don't remember 
exactly, and no obstacles for their emigration was put in their way. A 
nephew of mine who is married to a full-blooded Jewess is a reporter in Rome 
and still is, without his ever having ax had any difficulties about his 
having been married to a Jewess, 

Q You know none of these details can Wipe BX away the fact that your 
organization of Nazis murdered six million of these people and you know it 
perfectly well. 

A JI am not speaking here of any Nazi organization but for the Volks~ 
deutsche Mittelstelle. They had nothing to do with the SS and I really 
don't believe that the SS murdered six million Jews. Other people did this. 

Q Are you saying tmt the VDMS was not even a Nazi organization? 


A Since yesterday afternoon I have spoken of the fact that the VDINS 


was a Supreme Reichs Office and had nothing to do with Nazis. 


MR. ELIYN-JONES. I have no further questions. 
DR. ROBERT KEMPNER: I have a few short questions. 
BY DR. KEMPNER: 
Q Are you a lawyer? 
A Yes. 
2 When did you pass your examination? 
A The assistant examination in 1937. 
Q Do you know what perjury is? 


A Yes, I know. 
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Q Is there provision made in the German Legal Code that he who commits 
perjury will be punished? 

A Yes, 

Q What paragraph? 

A Somewhere in the 300 brackets. 

2 You do not know the number of the paragraph of the perjury code of 
the German Penal Code? I ask you whether you know the answer to my question - 
what is the number of the perjury paragraph in the German Penal Code? 

A I have not practiced law since 1937. I have forgotten the exact 
number in the meantime. 

DR. KEMPNER: That is all, 
COLONEL POKROVSKY: I would like to ask the witness a few questions. 
BY COLONEL POKROVSKY: 

4 Have I understood sk you correctly when you said that you knew who 
Earl Hermann Frank was? 

A Yes, Carl Hermann Frank was Minister of State for Bohemia and Moravia. 

Was he one of the distinguished men of Germany? 
I did not know him personally. 
Do you know what office he held? 

A As T said, Secretary of State for Bohemia and Moravia. 

Q Was that a high post in the German Reich? 

A I do not know, I believe that he had to handle the questions of 
relationship of Germany to the Czech Government. 

Q Do you know that by reason of Frank's position he was very well informed 
on Czech questions? 


A That is possible but my office had nothing to do with this and I know 


nothing about it. 2 f 
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Do you know iam who Henlein was? 
Yes, Henlein was Gauletier of Gau Sudetan. 
Do you know what Free Corps Henlein means? 
A Yes, the Free Corps Henlein was an organization of Sudetan Germans 


to protect Sudetan Germans. 


of 
Q How was this protection to be carried out - with the help m arms 


or by peaceful settlement? 

A I imagine that by reason of the name the Corps held "Free Corps" that 
they also carried arms but I know nothing in detail, I only know what I learned 
from the press, 

Q Frank has said that a part of the Free Corps was armed. Do you know 
who gave these arms to the Free Corps? 

A I do not know. Not from the VDMS. 

9 itt Do you believe that the Free Corps was presented these as a gift 
from someone, or as cultural inventory? 

A I dm not know, I already said that the VDMS only carried out money 
transfers. 

Q Do you know that the Free Corps Henlein fulfilled Hitler's instructions 
to occupy Czechoslovakia that was carrying out an organized plan? 

A I cannot give any information about this. Military authorities will 
have to testify on this. 

Q I know myself who I am to interrogate on these questions but will you 
please answer my question yes or no == do you know anything about it or not? 

A No. 

Q Jodi has testified that part of the members or officers of the Free 
Corps were officers of the SA and the SS. Do you, as a member of the SS, 


know anything about this? 
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I do not know anything about this because at that time I was not 
SS myself. 

You held an honorary SS rank, didn't you? 

Yes. 

Was this honorary SS rank considered a special reward or not? 
No. 


Why did you receive an honorary SS rank, not being a member of the 


A I already said that I was a member of the Board of Directors of the’ 
German-Polish organization and it was customary at that time, when everybody 
wore uniforms, that the gentlemen of this association too should max wear 
uniforms. Originally we were to be given the uniform of the Foreign Office 
at that time but this failed because the Foreign Office at the same time 
asked that the VDMS be amalgamated into the Foreign Office. 

Q I want to hear testimony mem but no fairy tales. Do I understand 
you &X to say that the SS gave its uniforms only to those people who in 
reality did not want to be members of the SS, while the Foreign Office gave 
its uniforms only to those people who really wanted to become members of 
this office? 

A The fact is that hardly any honorary SS leaders had ever applied 
for their rank or membership and the procedure was ‘that some day or one day 
the director of the office would suddenly tell the man concerned - "You have 
been made an honorary member with the rank of Untersturmfuehrer" and so on 
and it was just as clear that if we ever left this office our rank, as well 
as our membership within the SS would have expired as did actually happen. 

Q Were you a member of the SS? 


A I was an honorary member of the SS. That is a different thing. 7 ¢ 





th. TO 


2 July 
Kubitz 


Q You lost the right of being a member of the SS and of having this 
rank if you left your organization? 

A Because I did not leave the office I retained my rank but I know 
one comrade who did leave and lost his rank and was dismissed from SS 
membership. 

Q Just answer my questions, don't give me any observations you made. 
If you had left’ your office you would also have lost membership in the SS 
and had to give up your uniform? 

A Yes. 

Those members of the VDMS who were members of the SS wore the uniforms 


of the SS as far as they were employed by the WE VDMS, yes or no? 


A No, they did not wear the uniform at all times. They only wre their 


uniform on representative occasions. 


(A recess was taken until 1400 hours.) 
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(THB COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1400 HOURS.) 
COMMISSIONER MCILLWRAITH: Dr. Hoensel, what was the position 
of the commission when we adjourned for luncheon? 
DR, HOENSEL: The Russian prosecution was going to cross examine 
for another half hour, 
BY COLONEL POKROVSKY: 

Q Witness, I would like you to answer me exactly concerning the 
question of the uniform of the SS. Is it correct, witness, thet 800 members 
of the VDM wore SS uniforms? 

A Yes, 


4 


Q Did I understand your answer correctly when you said thet some 


members of the VDM wore SS uniforms so that they would not be sent to the 
front lines? 

A That is not correct, The metter is es follows: This work Sector 
2 was obliged, according to the German-Russian agreement to go into the 
Russian zone. Now, during the time that these men were in the east on these 
commissions, some of them were called into the German army.{n order to 
prevent a constant change of members of the commission, the following was 
cerried out. The men, working together with the Soviet Union, went through 
the local draft boards and through the local army edministrators were drafted 
into the Waffen SS and then assigned to the VDM, which was under the command 
of the SS command. There has been a slight misteke in translation, the VDM 


was not under the SS high command, but it was the steff company, which wes 


connected with the VDM end that was an SS military unit. When these men 


ai 
2 finished their work an¢@ when they returned to Germany, they were handed 15° 


to the jurisdiction of the troops 


4 
Ds 
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Q Was the VDM a civilian organization? 

A Yes, it was a higher Reichs office, 

Q Of what militery organization did you speak before and to what branch 
of the army were the troops? 

A These 800 men were put under the jurisdiction of a civilian organ- 
ization, 

Q Under whose jurisdiction did they come? 

A They came under the jurisdiction of the Higher German official group, 
the organization for the settlement of German Nationals, the VBM. 

Q After they returned from the work to which they were assigned in 
the Russian territory, to what troop were they handed over? 

A They were given to a replacement detechment of the Weffen ssf. 

Q What year was that? 

A Beginning with 1940, 

Q You must know that you are under oath. Why is it that you make 
wrong statements? You must know thet in 1940 only volunteers were taken 
into the Waffen. SS? 

A I made a correct statement in this case. This is the way it was 
done with these men and I cannot make any other stetement. 

Q In other words, is it correct thst these 800 men were volunteers 
to the SS, they were volunteers from the work of the VDM and they voluntear- 
ily joined the SS. AmI correct? 

A We had to send certain German command groups to do this work since 


at that time there were only sbout fifteen members and a few women in the work. 


7 


..... 


c 


Section one provided thet we could get these new members only through the F 
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so-called Notdienstverpflichteten or recruiting orgenizations, which 
were assigned to us by the employment office, 

Q I want to state that the witness has made several contradictory 
statements now. 

A May I continue with my answer of your question? These men were 
so called Notdienstverpiflichtetens or recruited workers, who were assicned 
to these commandos, 

Q AmTI correct in understanding thet you said the military commasoes 
had to be sent to the Sovict Union in order to carry out this resettle- 
ment? 

A Wo, it was not agreed to send e military group, but a uniform 
group and that is why these so-called Notdienstverpflichteten or recruited 


workers were put into the uniform of the SS, as it was agreed with the 


Soviet Union and in order to prevent that these men would be drafted 


during the time they were on duty with these commissions, the local home 
office had these men transferred into the Waffen SS end it wes only efter 
these men had returned from their work or returned home on a furlough that 
they haé become members of the SS, 

Q From the way you testified before this commission, it becomes 
evident that this whole group going into Russia were just a masquerade. 
Could you tell us what part of the agreement with the Soviet Union was 
concerned with military orgenizetions? Can you tell me if there was such 
an agreement? 

A I am sure that the Russian Prosecutor has a much better chance to 


look at the Soviet German resettlement agreement than I and in it he will 
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see the paregravh that the resettlement from the Germans will be carried 
out by a uniformed group. I personelly perticipated in such resettlement 
actions in uniform, 

Q You are not here to give advice to the prosecutor, but you are here 
to answer questions. I ask you whether or not you have actuslly seen this 
agreement concerning this masquerade? 

A Yes, I not only saw the agreement, but I also participated in the 
action. 

Q In this masquerade, you mean? 

A Yes, which was reouired by the Soviet Union, 

Q Did the Soviet Union reoguire this masquerade? 

A Yes, I have been told by the Generel Maslenikov andColonel Zinizin. 
This was carried out becsuse it was easier for the DDM, 

Q I would like to find out, if according to the egreement, this re- 
settlement was to be carried out by military grouns or militery commends, 
or if thts was to be carried out by civilians in uniforms, or if it was 
just.supposed to be a masquerade? 

A As * explained already, the percentage was very small, it was 
14,000 to 800 and part of these men had become SS while they were at work 
on this commission, 

Q I dm't want to know the percentage of these men, all I want to know 
is whether they are a militery group or not. Were these people volunteers 


or was it a military command group or was it not? 


A No, these resettlements were purely a civilian project and were 
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under the jurisdiction of the Reichscommissar for the strengthening of 
German Nationals. 

Q Before you stated that when these people did return to Germany, 
they could not take their uniforms off any more? 

A I steated that these groups were under the command of the Reichs- 
commissar for strengthening of Germen Netionals, they were civilians and 
some of them were drafted into the SS while they were away. They did not 
do their duty with the VIM as soldiers, but in a civilian capacity, 

Q I am not interested in any feats of black Magic, which you are 
attemoting here. I want to know a straight answer whether these groups 
were militery or civilians groups and whether the Government cheated 
and did it cheat the persons that were sent to the Soviet union, who 
found themselves members of a military organization when they returned, 
or @id it cheat the Soviet Union by deceiving them into believing that 
this was a civilian unit? 

A The Soviet Government could not be deceived because they requested 
a uniform group and they received a uniform group and the men could not 
have been deceived either because they were going into the military 
service anyway end by staying with these militery groups, they only entered 
the military group later. They would have been drafted at any rate. 

Q There is a rule in every country, saying that if a person ora 
member of a group wears a military uniform that person automatically is 
a soldier, 

MR, MCILLWRAITH; Colonel Pokrovsky, do you think you are 


getting enywhere with these questions? 
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COLONEL POKROWSKY: I believ> that I can get something out 
of this question since it is the basis for a big argument. 

Mr. Elwyn Jones was very much interested this morning in a 
question that interests me also, that is the relation between the VDM 
and the SS. The witness stated that the VDM had sround 15,000 members 
and the witness stated that 800 of these were in SS uniforms and the 
fact is that two groups of SS troops were fowmed from these organizations, 
The commissioner remembers the signed affidavit of Karl Herman Frank 
and in this affidavit he testified the VDM delivered weapons to these 
group organizations. I would like to force the witness to give the 
correct answer, whether he made false statements to Mr. Elwyn Jones 
or he will have to tell the truth now. It is very easy to do that 
since we do have the proof, 

MR. MCILLWRAITH; What is the question? 
BY COLONEL POKROVSKY;: 

Q The question is: were these commandoes of the VDM SS men or 
were they VDM units? The question is to determine the relationship 
between the SS end the VOM. 

A These units were civilian units and not SS formations, however, 
when they were out in the field they dic wear the SS uniform without any 
rank designation. I have stated already they were all civilian formations 
and with the exception of the six gentlemen I mentioned this morning, who 
had honorary SS rank and these 800 men I telked of, they were not drafted. 
in a very short period, but were drafted over the period from 1940 until 


the end of the war. Since it was hard to recall them immedietely from a 
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foreign country, they were put in a so-called staff company which was 
then used by the VDM. It was merely e« technical process. I want to 
complete my information, The st2ff company of 800 men was a group to 
which soldiers were commandeered, 
MR. MCILLWRAITH: Can you frame your questions so that the 
witness can answer "yes" or "no"? 
COLONEL POKROVSKY: I can do that very easily. 
BY COLONEL POKROVSKYs 
Q@ Did these 800 men of the VDM wear SS uniforms? 
A The SS uniform was worn without any rank designation with a teg 
on the sleeve, saying "resettlement command." 
Q I did not ask you concerning the rank, I esked you if they wore 
the uniform? 
A Part of the SS uniform is the rank designation, 
Were there any special commanés formed from this 800 men? 
No, they were within the entire zone. 
Were they emong the other members of the VDM? 
Yes, within the groups, 
Q In other words these commandoes of the VDM consisted of men that 
wore the SS uniform an@ some men that did not wear the SS uniform? 
A Yes, 


Q The witness has stated that in 1940 some members of the VDM 


were Grafted into the SS without volunteering or without any previous 
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knowledge. I am satisfied with the statements of the witness. No further 
questions, 
MCILLWRAITH; Dr. Heensel do you have any further questions? 
Only one, 


REDIRECT EXAVINATION. 


BY DR. HAENSEL;: 

Q The British prosecutor, Elwyn Jones, asked concerning the matter 
of the support payments carried out by the Foreign Ministry, Mr. Henlein, 
which wes supposed to go through the VDM. I am presenting Document 
USA 96, which I believe covers the question by Mr. Jones. I would like 
to know if you are informed of the matter. 

(WITNESS IS HANDED DOCUMENT USA 96.) 

A I did not know anything about this Document, but I suppose that 
this was the basis of the questioning this morning 9s to what extent the 
BDM was connected with the transfer of men and from this Document I see 
it is a sugcestion from. within the foreign ministry to increase the monthly 
payments by five thousand five hundred marks. Paragraph 1 of this Document 
Says the payments te the Bureau of Burger mem from the let of August of 
this year be increased to five thousand five hundred merks monthly. From 
this statement, it is evident that this payment was not mede br the VIM 
and from the foot note which is hand written, it says that the VDM wes to 

bureau, 
be informed by the politicel muktamx It says the seme thing sas I said 


he 
this morning, without seeing the Document, that the VDM was merely /formed 
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by the Political Department of this matter, so that they would know 
which 
that the currency/could be used for Czecho Slovekia would be smeller 
by five thousand five hundred marks, 
DR. KEMPNER; I suggest thet this anewer be stricken from 
the record, This man is not an authority on “oreign affairs and is not 
qualified to judge any document outside of the German Reich, 
DR. HAENSEL: I object to that. I do say that the witness 
from his own experience can say, according to the foot-note on the Docu 
merely 
ment, that the VDM was/informed of the entire matter, 
MR, MCILLWRAITH; I shall not have it stricken from the record, 
but the value of the enswer will be considered by the Tribunal. 
HAEWSEL; No further questions. 
MCILLWRAITH; The witness may retire, 
( 1500 HOURS. ) 
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COLLIISSIONER s 
Me Martin-Havard Armand 
THE SoS. 
(THE COMMSSION CONVENED AT 1020 HOURS.) 

H ans Je Kubitz, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 

Me MiRTIN HAVARD: You are reminded that you are still under oath, 

DRe HCENSEL: Forthe sake of the translation, counsek asks that the 
words Volksdeutsche IMittelstelle moaning "Office for the Repatriation and 
Welfare of Racial Germany" not be translated into English,but be used in 
the original forme Counsel further states that the translation used so 
far, nanely "Office for Racial Germans", is incorrecte Co mscl wants * 
sugcest that the word be translated @s "Agency for Funds of Racial Itincrities. 

Ii, MARTIN HAVARD: It is not within my power to jucce what it is, 

IR. ELWYN JONES: I have no objection to the continued use of the phrase 
"Volksdeutsche ltittelstelle _" 

M, MARTIN HAVARD: Then we will procced with the eaninatione 

DIRECT EXAMIN..TION 
BY DR. HCENSELs 

Q In the trial brief and in the Prosecution's speech in regarc to the 
SS, it has been claimed that the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle had a hand in 
the evacuation of Lorrainianse Is that correct? 

A I already testified yesterday that the work of the Volksdcutsche 
Mittelstelle consisted of repatriation and resettlement of racial Germans 
in conjunction with the strencthening of Germanism, and I also said that 
neither the SS nor the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle had anything to dow th 
the evacuation of Alsatians and Lorrainians because they were not Germens,. 
Alsace and Lorraine were administered by the so-called Chief of Civil 


Adninistration, which corresponded to the Gauleiters in Alsace de Buerbel, 


I only learned, from a leader of the German Women's Association, that 


Buerbel was carrying out evacuation work inLorraine. My office then 
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handed over this material to the Office for the Strengthening of Germenism 


as being the competent office -—that is, the office under Himmler. A conferer 


was held, as I later learned, in the middle of 192, between Himuler end 


Buerbel, In this conference, Buerbel said that he was directly subordinate t 
the Fuehrer, and that Himmber did not have any richt to interfere with his 
work as he was the Commissar for the Strengthening of Germanisne 

Q Now, to another complexe The Russian Prosecutor has submitted a 
cppicus document which I have not had an occasion to see in its entirsty, 
USSR Document 60. I only received short extracts and photostats of tus 
copious docurent. In this document it again alleges what Rudenko alleges in 
his Prosecution on 9 February, 196, that as early sc 1932 Hitlor was supposed 
to have brought about the resettlement of Czechoslovakia, Siberia and Bohemia, 
anc made use of the SS to carry it oute Wheat do you know of this? 

A I can say nothing about this. I can only say, that cxpressed in 
ny terms, this is a very, very creat cxagcerati-n. In 1932 Hitler had not 
yet core into power, but at that time was still the leader of the Gervien 
Opposition Moverent. The Protectorrte of Bohemia ant Moravia was not 
established until 1938, t owhich organization this resettlenent questi n 
referred, md this protectorate was established as a solution not by Hi.ler, 
but in a h-powered conferences. Aside fron this, Siberia was in Russia in 
1932, and Bohemia in Poland. 

I cannot imagine that Hitler, who was at that time still trying to 
attain power in Gernany would, at that time, make Poland, Czechoslovaida 
and Bohemia his eneriese 

Q I don't want torefer to any of Hitler's ocbjectivese We just want 
torefer to the Ss. 

A Noy it just had something to do with this Volksdeutsche Mitte?.stelle. 

Q According to the trial brief, the purpose of these measures scems to 
have been to bring hundreds of thousands of needy pe ple, under the poorest 
conditions, to Germanye What was the condition of thecamps that were under th: 
Vobksdeutsche Mjttelstelle in Germany? 

4A Those Germans who had core to Germany by reason of state treatics that 


Germany had caused with other allied nations, especially Sovict Russia, were 
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placed in camps in Germany. Their number is around 1,000,000 peo. le. These 


people were resettled and taken out of their original territories. ‘The 
resettlement took place at a time when, on the whole, there had been i:0 
definite plans as yet as to where they were going to be resettled br low. 
It was only an imaginary idea at that time that they would be settled somewh.: 
in the East or in the Reiche With the settlement question itself, the 
Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle had nothing to doe The Volksdeutsche Hi+t:clstelle 
concerned itself only with the transportation of these people and placing 
them into campSe 

I can say, however, that the conditions and the general foclin: i 
camps were very bac because the people saw that the; were not going 
resettled, but would have to remain in the camp for years probabjy. 
that only about 300,000 of these people were placed as trustees of property 
that hac ane quivalent value of their ovmm forner property. 
were placed, by reason of the German war efforts, in industrics, and still 


others had to work onthe lance 


QThat means that the Volksceutsche !ittelstelle had little to d with 


making territorics free where these people were going to be settled later on? 
R Ve not nly had little to do with it, ve had nothing to do wit. ite 
Q On the other hand you handled funds, for example, as m excha ce 
With the aid of which banks were you able to do this? 
A I would first have to cive a little explanation heree This was 
really the original sphere of work of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstel} Cy 
except, for example, inthe European countries outside of Germany where 
the German minorities hac formed themselves as an or-snization by reason of 
the Minorities Protectorate Treaties that had been mades These or-nuizations 
were recognized in Hague and in Geneva, and these minority organizations 
were united under the organization of the Verband Deutscher Minontacten.e 
Q Do you mean to say that handling questions of German minorit’cs 
and my racial questicns were not the work of the Volksceutsche Mittelstelle? 
A We had nothing to do with racial questionse The Volksdeutselc Mittel 
stelle was consicered by us not from a biological viewpoint, but froma 
purely aesthetical vicwpointe.ee hese German organizations concerne” them 
selves primarily with questions of cultural and religious matters, an they 


applied to all institutions, organizations, and incivicualsin Germany 
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and abroad, in order to gather funds to pursue their activities in the 
cultural and religious questions. There were connections especially from 


the Southeastern states to the Southeastern organizations in Austria; in 


the Erotestant circles there were further conmnctions to the Gustaf-Adolf 


organization and also th the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle; and as far as 

the Catholic circles were concerned, there were connections between the 
Catholic organizations for Catholicism abroads for the industriclists, 

Mre Topfer in Hamburg. There were especially strong connections with him 

in the Southeastern states from the Eastern Polish peonle to the Mennonites 

in Amcricae These relations were the same as, for example,the Tolish 

people abroad had tot heir country, or that the Czech minorities hac to theirse 
These relationships had existed for all these minorities since 1919, with 

the cxception of the Sieben Buergen Saxonians » aid with the minoriticos in 

the Southeast that hade xisted since the beginning of the 19th centur;. 

i. MARTIN HAVARD: The witness is making such a long speech about the 
history of German minorities and we would like to come back to the issues 
of ite 
BY DR. HOENSSL: 

‘“ Anong other things, General Rudenko said on 20 Decenber 1945, tot the 
Hich Cormand of the SS, the so-called Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle was ac -nter 
forthe fifth colum. {ill you please tell us whether theVolksdoutsche 
Mittelstclle carricd out any Naticnal Socialist Propaganda with the 
minoritics, or gave any instructions at all, especially as concerned political 
character? 

A The sole task 6f the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle was to cmtrol and 
check the fun’s that were sent from this organization t- the minorities and 
vice versae The Volksdeutsche ifittelstelle had absolutely no setup tht 
would enable it to give political instructions. 

The polisy of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstellehad always been not to carry 
on any National Socialist Propaganda within the minorities. It was even 
forbidden to send any pamphlets or books to the minorities concerning ti is 
question that sould not be brought abroade Members of German minorities 
could not participate in any arrests by the National Socialist Foreign 


Workerse They were not even allowed to book members of the Party or its 


ee 0.0 





2 July—JH-5-Ahuna 


affiliated organizations, not even if their place of residence was within 
Germany's 

The organization of these minorities were not allowed to have any 
names that were comparable to any other similar organizations in Gemuanye 
These members of German minorities wore always likely to support the 
Governments of the countries in which they livede They were not even allowed 
to become members of any so-called pseudo organization or to Support then 
or they were not allowed to join, for instance, my such organizations as 
the Ircn Cross in Rumania, the Pfeil Kreugler in Hungary and the Danish 
National Socialist Organization in Denmark. 

The sole task of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle was to seo that funds 
were raised for minoritics to further their purposes in cultural and 1 lisious 
worke These funds were to be handed to these minoritics through the 
Reichsbank or the different banks of the dif ferent citiese The naticnal banks 
of the different cities always hac the pos ibility of checking the purposes 
for which thes. funds were required and for what purpose they were c xpencedc. 
If this exchance of funds was based on agrecnents between Germany anc foreif¢n 
citics, the for ign cities in their turn were able to senc. riomey to their 
minoriticss 

Me ILRTIN HAVRD: The witness details his answers too nuche ..1.1 these 
details are not pertinent to the quostione 
BY DR. HCENSEL: 


Q The Russian Prosecution alleged on the 9th of February that the 
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Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle hac employed wandering teachers anc sent them to 
the minorities, especially Hitler Youth members, in order to carry on 
socialist propaganda theree 

4&. I can only say here that the Volksdeutsche Mittelstello never carried 
on any propaganda in the German racial Groupe The Yolksdoutsche Mittclstelle 
sent no instructors or Hitler Youth members to the minority groupse ‘" far 
as the indictment of the wancerint teachers is concerned I ean 
these were not tenchers who wancered to Poland but this was an oricinc:. 

Polish institutione In Polanc there wis only one school with trained teacher 
that taucht the German lancuasee Thore were as 2 consequente, insufficient 
numbers of teachers an“ thercfore Polane had to endow and reinstate thes 
teachers who went to toach in the different schools, “nc these teachers were 
called “wanterine toachers", 

% I shall now honc you a doecumont, USA 95, of which tho imor’ s1n 
Prosecution maintains, that it proves that the Volksdeutsche Mittelstielle hac 
a hand in the prevaration of the occupation of the Czechoslovakian State 
because at a meeting in March, 1938, 2 SS Oberfruprenfuchrers and Professor 


Haushofer were present as membors of the Volksceutsche Mittelstelle. ‘Wy 


question to you now is, cid they have anything to do with it? 


Ae The “olksdeutsche Mittelstelle as an office had nothing to 4 with ti 
settlement of the Sudetan questione SS Oberrruprenfuehrer Lorenz who is name 
here as the representative of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstclle told me «ren ho 
showec me a picture of himself onc Henlein, that he had been appointe:. by 
Hitler as the specinl liaison betwoen Hitler and Frank and hac been ~iven a 
spocinl mission by Hitler. Lorenz did not take alone with him 
a member of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle but he did fo is purpose, 

Foroi¢n Office be given to hi.. and th this an would 
be returned to the Foreicn Office after this question L been sett? 
Professor Haushofer has never becn a momber of thc Volksdeutscho Mit ic 
In this respect the record is incorrect and in Lorenz's case it woul” have be 
more correct if the record had read as follows: 

Lorenz, SS Obergrunpenfuchrer, special envoy or delegate of “itlcr, and 
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Lorenz, SS Obergruppenfuchrer, Volksdeutsche Mittelstellce 

Moreover, this document is stamped Top Secret Matter, and I can oly say 
that the 6 members of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle lcarned just as little 
as mombers of other officose 

Qe I should now like to present two cocuments, USSR 268 and 270. 
these documents, mention is made of \Jard Price, the Enrlish journalist. Do 
you know whether “itler instructed Lorenz t> rive Price an interview? 

ae May I just look at the document a minute.  . know nothing 
This is just what I said before, that Lorenz as the deputy or envoy 
hac. nothine to do with thise Tho Fuchrer imarined an interview with arc 


Pricoe The Volksdeutscho Mittclstelle had nothing at all to co with this. 


It had no hand in ite Morcover, the cocument bears tho stamp "Scerct". I 


¢ 


only remember that on the occasion of the *rrty Rally in 1938 I saw ‘itler, 
Jard Price anc Henlein sitting together with the British Jmbassador ata 
tablcoe 
Mre Commissioncr, if the witness says he knows 
about this, then it really is o waste of time that he shoulc sucss at 
nature of the documente 
BY DR. HOENSEL: 
You must be quite Cefinite : our answer. 
in saying whether you know or don't know the answer, 
you must answer in the negative. Now, did the Volks‘«-“tscho Mittcls 
cive money to Henlein? 
ite No, the Volksdeutsche “ittelstelle had no budyete 
Qe i re any funds given to the Sudetan German Prrty throuch thc channel: 
of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstello? 
fie I don't remember that any money was passed throwch the chann: 1s of 
the Volksdeutsche Mittelstello. It may be possible, however, that after 
1938, when justria had been annexed to Germany, that funds wore hande over 
through the Schulverein Sued-Mark anc transferred by this organization. 
Qe Did the Volksccutsche Mittelstell have anything to do with pr ments 


anc funds, for example, received from the Foreirn Office? 
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de I have already said that the Volksdeutsche Mittclstelle was “ble only 
to transfcr money abroad through the Reichsbank, not through the Foreicn Offic 

Q. To what extent did the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle receive an-- 
instructions from Himmlor as the Reichsfuchrer SS? 

By reason of a power given to Hess in 1936, the Volksdeutsche 
Mittelstelle had been founded as an organization directly subordinate “o him. 
In 1937, the successor of the first Circctor of the organization, Von Kursel, 
became SS Obergruppenfuchrer Lorenze Lorenz was appointed by Hoss »ceause 
Lorenz was the Deputy of Sibbentrop in the Staff Ribbentrop. 

Lorenz was directly subordinate to Hitler himsclf. By reason of this, Himme- 
ler could not be given any influence over Lorenz even if he had wanted to, 
because Lorenz was Cirectly subordinate to Hitler. 


In 1939 when the Roichs Commission for the strencthonine of Gor:aanism 


was founded, anc Hitler became Reichs Commissioner, Himmlor was able to make 


use of all state offices and organizations by reason of the Fuchrer ‘ccree of 
the 7th of October, 1939. 

M. MARTIN-HAVARD: Dr. Hoonscl, I believe that a simple 
suffice. You are soing too far into detail. 
BY DR. HOENSEL: 

Qe The “rosecution says that according to the “ational Socialist annual 
publication, the SS Fuchrer anc SS mon carried out th 
this, accordin; to the publication, points to the fact that the SS and not 
the State became active within tho sexnec of the Volks“outsche iittelstcolle. 
The “rosecution is trying to burden tho entire work of resettlomont jicre on 
the SS. It was not, however, an SS task, but a state “ocrece Can Vy 
anythins concerning SS membership with the Racial Germans? 

die As I have already state’, the Volksdeutsche Mittelstollo was 
into two distinct ports. Ths first directly suborlinate +> Hitlor, 
second that only concerned isself anc heondied oiestions 92 fvrts an” ney for 
cultural anc church purzos 

In 1936 the first sector had no SS members at oll, Thoy woro solely 


Loronz anc the lesal administrator that he brourht alone with him when he cam: 
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to the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle who were members of the SS. The reomrining 
6 were not ine At the end of 1938 they were sziven honorary SS ranks .ccorde 
inz to the position that they had in the Volksdcutsche Mittelstelle b cause 
they were members of theexecutive bodies of different interestate org: aizaoe 
tions, and as such, would have to wear, on social occecsi-ns, their un* 
(ill you please mention numbers, figures? How many of the 
were SS members? 
The other sector, the resettlement sector thot was Inter ¢:1 

Main Office, Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle, had a mambership of aroun: 14,000 
peoplee Of these 14,000 people, 7,000 were women sn. members of the NSKK, 
the Nazi transportation organizatior. 7,000 wore SS uniforms, but rere not 
members of the SS. Thcy had to wear uniforms because by ronson of 
resettlement arreement, the resettlement wrk was sunposed to be carried out 
by personnel in uniformse is the wearing of police or irmy uniforms was 
impossible durinc the state of war, an agreement was reached with the Soviet 
Union that these commandos should wear SS uniforms. There were abeut 200 
people who hw becn members of the SS who were called to 
Commissions Some of these people who ha 2en fiven the 
that is, essential to war industry and not available for 
front, were drafted into the Waffen SS 1 placec on the staff of th “cin 
Office of the V>lksdeutsche Mittelstelle ani thus made availablee including 
the 200 I already mentioncd, this circle would commrise ahount 800 >ople. 

Q hat about the head of the organization with the differen: consult- 
ants? ‘low many consultants 2n¢ how many SS members? 

ie In 1936, I alrendy seid, there were known, in 1937, only L°.‘unz and 
his legal administrator. In 1938, the remainine 6 consultants wer. ziven 
honorary SS ranks and the centlomen who came later ints this sector were not 
sciven any rank at 112. They were not oven accepted as membors of tho Party. 

Qe My final aueceSione ouLc ‘you ey : to Volksdeut” she 


Mittelstelle wes active, 1iC its work within the ssvye cf? the Rei_vhs 


Commissariat for the Strengthening of Gormanism, considering that th re were 


2 


only fow SS members? 
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44 I should like to answer the question correctly, that tho Voli-s- 
deutsche Mittelstelle is an organization concerning itsolf with certai 
Spheros of work. For example, the transfer of funds for tho culture 
welfare of racial Germans, and that the office was not o part of an Mountemt 
or a Main Office of the SS, but a Sunerior Reich Office and that, of the 
14,000 members, only 800 mombers at the very most wore SS merbers, 
they carried out thoir work as members of an office within the scope of the 
authority of the State, anc they were only connectec "th the resett’ ement 
when the authority of the State had been riven. 

The Volksdeutsche ‘ittelstelle had just as little to co with the §s 
where resettlement questions were concerne? as the Luftwaffe hac by 
of its personal connection with Gocring under the 4Ycars Plan that 
Goering's jurisdiction, 

Mn. ELJYN JONES: ir, Commissioner, would it be conveniont for yu to 
grant a bricf break for 15 minutes? I have a very imortant intervie, but 
I shall be bock in 15 minutcse 


Veebeh sae ete See | . ° : . 
Me MARTIN-HAVARDs Tho vormission will recess for 20 minutcse 


(A recess was taken, ) 
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CROSS EXAMINATION (Continued) 
BY MRe ELWYN-JONES: 

Q Witness, as I understand it, the Volksdcutsche liittclstclle wa 
concerned with matters of rcligion and culture and was also a sort of naccounti 
office for the transfor of funds to Germans abroad. Is that richt? 

A The Volksdoutscho ifittolstclle itself did not concern itsclf ith 
religious or cultural questions. It was, however, throuch it that tho 
transfer of monoy to the minoritics wes being carricd cut ina cortaiv oriorit: 
that the inportant questions wore given funds first and the less important in 
the right scquenee and that the transfer of the moncy was proverly corricd out. 

Q How many millions of marks did you transfor to Geman lsinci tics 
abroad for the work that you were encouraging botieen the ycoars 1933 and 193k? 
f I cannot rive any infornation as to the years 1933 to the ad of 193: 
because at tuat *inc the VDLIS was not as yct in cxistcncc. From the foundine 
of VDUS until the outbreak of war in 1939 the estimate of the annual Ligure 


transferred by tic VDMS to the Gerrmn Racial Groups lay botie 
million merks anrually- The annual payments were not always the s anc 
year but dependec Sc a gecat extent on the sun of noney that a foreign 


was in its turn willing to transfer to its minorities in G.rnany. 

sort of mutual cxehange business. It would probabl; 

of the money wont to Poland and with Poland there ras 

opinion, a checking, and a discussion concerning how may Goria hoo. + were 
being cstablished in Poland, or how any Polish schools in Gemany, lew many 
churches, how many orzanizations, and so on, and usually the two anounts 
balanced one anothcr. 

Q You know that the Gernan ninoritics in countrics like Pollan! were on 
of the most sinister instruments of your Nagi Fifth Golum technique, don't 
you? 

That diss not knew 

Q You ao's know trv 

instance? 


A I know that it was Honlcin's duty to intercede for the mombeo's of his 


Party, which was tho strongest Party, in the Cycch Stato. 
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A I know that Honlein demanded for his party and his adchorents 
autonouy and that in relation to this question of autonomy Lord Runei: an 
asked that he define his policy more closely, that Henlein went to England for 
this sole purpose and discussed the situation with represent-tives tere. I’ 
was within the rights of Henlein to demand autonomy because it ws nt 
the Czech Statc. On the contrary the Czech State was composed largoly of 
minority groups. The Carpathian Ukranians asked for autonomy and *. cy were 
sranted that autonomy; the Slovaks asked for autonomy and were graited it, b; 
reason of the Spitzbergcer aprcencnte 

Q ind was the march of Nazi troops into the whole of Czcchoslovakia 
another autonorist gesture on the part of Henlcin and you of the $5? 

A 
founding of the Protectorate Bohemia and 
a gesture made by the SS but as far as know from the press, and I k.~ 
nothing clse, it was made by reason of ana greonent between the four freien 
ministers -~ Chamberlain, Daladicr, liussolini and Hacha. The sccond 
is the occupation of protectorate torritory in 1939 which as far as I know, an 
here too I am informed only through the press, was based on the desire oxpress 
by the President of the Cacch State, Hacha, to Hitler to send in his troops 
the protection of the Protectorate or the Czech State. 

Q You don't scriously believe that, witness, do you? 
seriously invite the Commissioner hore to think that you belicved 

A I have been called here as Titness, I have given ny oath, I 
German officer. If my testimony is not believed you need not questic 

Me MARTIN-HAVAD: The witness is requested. to speak slowly and 
correctly and answer the questions placed to hin. If any remarks arc nade 
here the Commissioner will make thom, 

i Then my ansver is Yus, that is wht ciicved and that is 7ha 
say here and i encll keep te is, my answer. 

Q You “nor that teere 


ce 


September 1938, con's you’ 


No, I didn't know that. 
They were working in the Asch Promontory? 
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A I do not know. 

Q What is the relation between your Volksdeutsche Mittclstelle and the 
orvanization and placing of those SS troops? 

A None at all. 

Q Lorenz was the head of the VIIIS wasn't he? 

A Yose 

Q And he was present at the meeting betweoen Hitler and Henlein in Marel 

at which Hcnlein was told what line the Sudetan Gorman Party was to folle 

A I don't know this. I already testificd that torcnz had bee: sivon 

ion by Hitlcr but not as a member of the VDIS and that none of 

the mombors of the VNUS had anything to do with this affair. 


Q 


¥ 


tIe11 do you know that when the German Foreign Office in Aucust 1938 
awarded further subsidics tc Honlcin's Sudeten Party the momorandun cr the 
recomicndation for further subsidics contained the footnote VDI will be 
informed. I am reforring to the oxtract on pare 1867 of the t ransci'l.nte 

i This was necessary becauscy, as I already testificd, the VD..5 
supervised the forcien exchanse budget and if any transfor of forcicn oxchange 
took place from this fund, the VDIiS had to be inforned. 

Q You were financing Henlein, weren't you? That is what it cones to. 

A No we did not. ie were solely inforned that a foreisen exchange 
transfer had been made from the funds of the Reichs Bank that had been 


there for the purposes of German Racial policy abroad and we had to be “nforne 


about how much this fund md been reduced. We wore nou informed about the 


purpose of the transfer, just as to tho uxtent, 


Q Let me understand this. VDMS had an account at the Reichs Bank 
didn't it? 

A No. 

Q How dict the finenetne of fifth columi actavi cies oporate tion? 

LT do rot kn 1*% Ux, Prosecusor means by Fifth column ac’. vitices. 

We only finance? minovs 

Q I wen'*, argue with you abou aa) how dio thesc wzontes to Henlein 
go out? Throuch what agency were they sent to Henlein? 


A I .said in my testimony that I do nct know whethor any moneoy 
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was given to the State and German Party but if any moncy was given tic way 
was as follows: The same thing applied here as in every other county. 
There first had to be an estimate of the budget neceserzy for the fiscal 
year submitted to the Ministry of Finance of the respective country, in this 
case the iiinistry of Finance of Czechoslovakia. The Ministry of Finance 
then checked the amount that had been demanded, made certain cancolla‘ions, 
and then placed a certainsum at the disposal, within the scove ‘of vhich 
payments could be made. This budzet which had been approved by the ilinistry 
of Finance was then sent to tho VDIIS by way of the minoritics. Listings 
were made of the different items asked for different purposes, for axanple 
eatholicisn, for protestantisn, which was represented by the Gustavelidoloh 
Organization, and different purposes. The VDIIS thon asked the organirations 
or offices listed in this list to place tho sums mentioned in the diffcrcnt 
items in R,ichsmarks at thoir disposal. This collected sum cf R,ichsnarks 
was then transferred directly cither by the organizations or by the offices 
to the account of the Czech National Bankeeese 

Q Are you suggesting that payments to the Henloin Sudetan Party went 


through the Czech National Bank? 


A The normal payments, that is these payments that the VOUS could 


control, werchandiéd in this fashion. 

Q D an asking ycu are you suggesting that the payments to Honlcin's 
Sudetan Party went through the Czech National Bank. You havon't answercd 
ny question, 

A Those payments of which the VD'MS Imew went through tho Czcch “lationa: 
Bank, If any other parties gave money to Henloin tho VDUS know nothi > of 
it and therofors I comnot say anythine ahowt thoso. 

Q How mmch menev 623 

A L already catd thas 
because it could not d- s-, 
know how much moacr ins ivan te 
way of knowiur whisy becavee, as I alvcacy said, ater 7,23 the Schu! overcin 
Stid-liark was the channel through which the payments were madce 


Q What was your relation with the Amcrican Bund? 
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A I know of the American Bund only what I have read in the paper of 


Kuhn's penal prosecutione 


Q How much money did you send to hin? 

A None at all, We carried on no transfers with minoritics in America 
because we thought the Germans in North America were wealthy enough. The 
Power of the VDUS extende@ solely to Germanism in Lurope, not in America. 
Moreover, the American Federal Bank documents would show how much money was 
transferred because any transfers that weht through the Reichs Bank and the 
American Federal Bank would be by reason of agreenente 

Q The VLUS, I suggest to you, was an essential part of the scheme of 
Hitler and Himmler for cstablishing Berman mastory over Europe and for 
reducing the subject pooples to a state of servitude to German Folkdom -=- isn! 
that right? 

I did not learn of this. 

You never really read Hirmler's speeches? 

Noe 

Have you ever heard of his specch at Posen to the SS leaders for 
instance? 

I never heard of this speech before I was placed on the witness 
stand. Here in the witness wing of the prison I learned thre this speech of 


Himmlor's was held to SS Gruppenfuchrers. 
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Q By racial settlemont what your organization meant was 
robbing poople of their property and putting Germans to enjoy 
tho fruits of other peoples’ work, That is what resettlement 
WS, wasn t it? 

A I know nothing of a recical resettlement. 4 only 
know the mission tht I was given in the VDMS and that mission 
wos to bring back Germans from cbroad to establish a clear 
frontior of nationalitics and to preserve the peace by avoiding 
ony possivilitics of friction, 

Q But you lmow porfcctly well that Hitler proposocd to 
extond tho fronticrs of Gormany to tho Crimea and to tho Caucasus 
and one of tho dutios of your orgonization was to assist in 
expulsion of tho unfortunate pooplcs of non-Gorncanic torritorios 
and plant SS men and thoir fonilics:in thoir plcco,. nt wos 
your whole plan of colonization, wasn't it? 

A I kmow nothing of cs colonization plcn to this cffoct 
thet morbers of foroign rnco wore to mako way for mornbers of 
tho Gorman race, cspociclly SS men. In my sphoro of work I saw 
thet thore was no such colonization plennod bocause in our canps 
thore worse over half « million roscttlors without our knowing 
whore wo woro to take thon, 

Q Whet part did the SS play in the driving of tho Polish 
pooplo, for instenco, out of their hoxes, so that that torritory 


could be scttlod by Germcns? 


A I can only say tict we of the VMS, as a Suporior 


Roichs Office, only handled questions of bringing ‘back Germans 
but not with driving out or with the evacuation of Poles. I 

know from conversations, not official conversations but convorsa- 
tions in my office, of cortain small evacuations of Poles but 
theso wore not carricd through by the SS but irmodiately aftor 
tho Polish Caapaign by tho Civil /dninistration, not by tho SS. 

al Lstly I wont to ask you some questions about tho 

rol.tion of Himmler ond tho SS to the VDMS. oronz was an 8S 


mn, wasn t ho? 
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A Yos. 

4nd he was the head of the VDMS? 

Yose 

What was your position in tho VDMS? 

I was logal advisor - lawyor. 

You are a lawyer, cro you? 

Yes, 

You were an S& mean, woren't you? 

I was one of thoso rion who was given an honorary SS 
renk bocause I was a mombor of the Board of Directors of the 
Gorman-Polish orgenization, Although I hed workcd in the YDOMS 
since the bogimning of 1937, this honorary rank of the SS was 
not given to mo until tho ond of 1938, 

Q “nd wore tho othor functionaries of tho VOUS rivon 
honorary rank in tho SS? 

A I clroady said that in tho VDMS, Coctor I -- I want 
to mako this quito cloar in ordor to avoid any nisundorstanding 
-- Soctor Il is tho sector that had nothing to do with resottlo- 
ment quostions, J! should like to call tho roscttloront soctor 
Sector 2. If clready scid that in Sector I in 1936 whon tho 


Gureau wi.s ostcblished thore wore no nerbors of tho SS; in 


1937 thoro woro only bLoronz ond his logal cdvisor; in 1938, tho 


ond of 1938, tho six gontlomen bocce SS ma@ibors - thoy woro 
given SS honorary renks, Thoso who cane Inter, there were ‘bout 
15 gentlonon and 10 ladies, wore not given eny SS ranks 

Q I suggest to you that the key men of tho VOMS or-oniza- 
tion wero members of the SS. 

A Yes, Yorenz was an Ss nomber but he was not subordinate 
to Hirmlor but to Hitlor,. 

Q Dut you know quite woll, don't you, that Himmler was 
givon, by an oncctnont of the Muchror, the responsibility for 
Rpcial Roscttlenent cnd Re.cial probloris? 


A I havo already said that I lmow nothing of racinl ro- 


sottlonont, only of tho roscttloment of Germans, and this mission 
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was not given to Hirmler in his capacity cs Fuehrer of the SS 
but a state office was founded that ealled itself Festigung 
Doutschon Volkstums ( For the strengthcning of Gernmnism.) The 
appearence of a connection botween the £S and the Reichs Commis-~- 
sar lics in the fact that in place of tho original term Roichs- 
fuchror-S$ instead of tho nome of Hoydrich, Hinmler's name had 
boon placed. 

Q ima t suggest to you that Hirmler was sclcctod for 
thet task bocause he was hecd of this SS orgenization which 
wes treinod ond indoctrinatod to persocuto all racos other than 
Gormian cnd to onceble Germans to enjoy tho fruits of that bittor 
persecution, 

A I don't boliove soe I only learned of five or six 

nstructions th.t Hirzalor issued in his capacity cs Reichs 
Cormisser for tho Strongthoning of Gornmenisr to tho VDIIS and 
those questions sololy mncernod the carrying out of tho rosot- 
tlonont of Gormens according to tho International Troctios. 
Hisrilor hore caeted in his capacity as c Superior Reichs Offico 
for if ho had acted in his capacity =s SS-Fuchror ho would havo 
nede uso of his 8” officos. Ho would not havo had to build up 
now State Offices but ho would already havo had organizations 
at his disposal which ho could make uso of - for oxanplo Wirt- 
scheft und Verwaltungshauptont (Reonomic and Administration 


WF 


Wein Offico end tho Rasso and Siodlungsheauptant (Moin ffico 


“ YF | 


for Racial and Roscttloriont Policy.) 


Q How often was Loronz scoing Himmler a out these mattors 


far as I lmow, “oronz visited Himmlor once a yocor 


betwoon tho yoars 1939 and 19435 when Iwas drafted for arny 
sorvico. 
Q What part did your organization pley in tho oxtormina- 

tion of tho Jows? 

None at all. 

You probscbly, in fect, nover heard of tho oxtermination 
until oftor tho capitulation, did you? 
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A No. 
Q You did not hear of tho extermination at cll until 
Juno of 1945, is that right? 
A No, On the contrary, wo cvon rescttled full blooded 


Jcws in our resettlonent program if they wished to bo rescttled. 


Q Did you think that Himmler 's policy was to be kind to 


tho Jows ond to rescttle them on fresh land? 

A I polieve that it was his policy to cmploy tho Jows 
in a relationship tht corresponded to tho indox of their popu- 
lation in Gormeny cnd to bring down or to lesson the big influonc 
that thoy had had up to 1933 clso in rolcationship to their popu- 
lation indox. 

‘@} I an not talking cbout Nunorus Clauscus, I an talking 
about tho murder of ovor six million Jowish human boings cand 
you know porfectly woll what I on talking about. 

ds Up to the ond of tho war tT ped not kecrd o singlo 
word concorning tho rmrder of six million Jows, 

Q Despite tho fact that in your organization you hed 
contc.cts throughout the world with Gormeans, you had contccts 
throughout Surope with orgcnizations that wo now know wore 
dircetly comnocted with this terrible oxtcrmination? 

4s I novor tostifiod here tlet wo had any direct rolations 
to tho Jows in our office but I personally hed better rolations, 
I had Jowish relatives. Thcso Jowish rolcatives of mine onigratod 
in 1935 and 1936, I don't rorornber excctly, and no obstacles for 
thoir onigration was put in thoir way. 4 nophow of mino who is 
marriod to « full-blooded Jewess is «a reporter in None and 
still is, without his cvor heaving hed any difficultios about 
his having boon marriod to a Jowosse 

Q You know nono of those details can wipe away tho fact 
that your orgenization of Nazis murdered six million of those 
pooploe ond you lmow it porfectly woll. 

dy I om not spoaking hore of any Nazi orgonizcation but 


for tho Volksdoutscho 'iittclstollo, Thoy ked nothing to do with 
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the SS ona t really don't believe that the g> murdered six 
tuiilion Jows, Othor people did this, 


4re you scying that the VDMS was not evon a Nazi organ- 


Sinco yesterday afternoon I havo spoken of the fact 
that the VDIMIS was a Suprome Roichs Office and had nothing to 
do with Nazis, 

ELVYN-JONZS: I heave no further questions, 


ROSERT KEMPNER; I Have a fow short question, 


you pass your oxcrnine tion? 
The assistant oxeninction in 1937, 
Do you know what porjury is? 
Yos, I know. 
ts thore provision mcdo in the German Legal Code tht 


commits perjury will bo punished? 


What peragraph? 


Somewhore in tho 300 brackots, 


Q “ou do not know tho nunbor of tho percgraph of tho 


porjury code of tho Gerncn Ponal Codo? I ask you whother you 
know the answer to my question - what is tho numbor of tho por- 


ury paragraph in the Gorman Penal Code? 
Jv | GPaADp 


£4, i havo not practicod lew sinco 1937, I havo forgotton 


tho oxact number in the moantine, 

DR. KEMPNER: Thrt ig Git, 

COLOUZL POKROVSKY: I would like to ask tho witnoss a fow 
quostions, 


BY COLONEL POKROVSKY: 


tf —_ 
Q "ave I undorstood you correctly whon you scid thet you 


know who Ccrl Hormam Frenikr was? 


fn 


A Yos, Corl Hornenn Prank was Uinistor of Stato for 
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Bohenia and Moravia, 


Q Was he one of tho distinguished mon of Germany? 


I did not lmow him personally. 
Do you know whet office ho held? 
As } seid, Secretary of State for Bohoria ond Moravia. 
Was that a high post in the German Reich? 
t do not know, I dcolicve that ho had to handle tho 
questions of rolationship of Germany to tho Czech Goverment, 
Q Do you lmow thet by reason of Frank's position ho was 
very woll informed on Czech quostions? 
& That is possible but my offico had nothing to do with 


this and I know nothing cbout it. 
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Do you know who Honloin was? 


Yes, Honlein was Gauloiter of Gau Sudeton, 

Do you know what Freo Corps Honloin means? 

A = Yosy tho "rco Corps Honloin was an organization of Sudeton Germans 
to protect Sudoton Gormans. 

Q How was this protoction to be carriod out = with the holp of 
arms or by peaceful settlement? 

I imagino that by reason of tho namo the Corps held "Froe Corps" 
that they also carried arms but I know nothing in detailg I only know what 
I loarnod from the prosse 

Q Frank has saic that a part of tho Free Corps was armede Do you know 
gave these arms to the Freo Corps? 

I do not knowe Not from the VDiiS, 

Q Do you belicve that tho Free Corps was prosented these as a gift 
from someone, or as cultural inventory? 

4 Ido not know, I already said that the VDMS only carricd out money 
transforse 

Q Do you know that the Froo Corps Honlein fulfilled Hitlorts 
instructions to occupy Czechoslovakia that was carrying out an organized plan{ 

I cannot give my information about this. Military authoritios 

have to testify on this. 

Q I know mysolf who I am to intorrogate on those questions but will 
you please answor my qucstion yos or no «- do you know anything about it 
or not? 

A Noe 

Q Jodl has tostificd thet part of the mombers or officcrs of tho Froo 
Corps wore cfficcrs of the SA and the SSe Do you, as a momber of the SS, 
know anything about this? 

4 I do not know anything about this because at that timo I was not 

SS myself. 
You hold an honorary S$ rank, didn't you? 
“" 
as this honorary SS ronk considered o Special roward or not? 


Hoe 
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Q ‘hy did you receive ao honorary SS ronk, not being « momber of the SS? 

4& I already said tht I was a momber of the Board of Dinoctors of the 
Gormmn=Polish organization and it was customary at that timc, whon cvorybody 
wore uniforms, that the gentlaaon of this association too should woar 
uniformse Originally we were to bo givon the uniform of th Foroign Office at 
that time but this failod because the Foroign Office at the samo time askod 
that the VDMS be amalgamated into the Foroig Office. 

Q I want to hear tostimony but no fairy talose Do I wdorstand you 
to say that the SS yave its uniforms only to those people who in reality 
dic not went to be mombors of tho SS, while the Forcim Office gave its 
uniforms only to those poople who really wanted to become mombors of this 
offico? 

4& The fact is that hardly any honorary SS leaders had over applied 
for their rank or mmbership and the procedure was that somo day or one day 
the director of the offico would suddenly tell the man concerned = "You have 
beon made an honorary member with the ronk of Untersturmfuchrer" and so on 

it was just as clear thot if wo over loft this office our rank, as well 

momborship within the SS would have expired as did actually happen. 
“ore you a member of the SS? 
I was an honorary monber of the SS. That is « difforent thing. 

Q You lost the right of boing 1 member of the SS and of having this 
renk if you left your organization? 

4. Because I did not leave tho office I retained my rank but I know 
one comrade who did leave and lost his rank ond was dismissed from SS momber- 
shipe 

Q Just answor my questions, don't give me any observations you made. 


Tf you had left your office you would also have lost mombership in the SS 


and had to give up your uniform? 


A Yose 

Q Those mombers of tho VDUS who were mombers of tho $S wore tho uniforms 
of the 8S as far as they wore caployed by tho VDMS, yes or no? 

A No, they did not woar tho uniform at all times, Thoy only wore their 


uiiform on represontative occasions. 


(A recess was takon until 1400 hours.) 
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(THE COMiMISSI ON CONVENED AT 1400 HOURS.) 


COM.ISSIONER MCILLV/RAITH: Dre Hoensel, what was the position of tho 
commission when we adjourned for luncheon? 

DRe HOENSEL: Tho Russian prosccution was going to cross examine for 
another half houre 
BY COLONEL POKROVSKY: 

Q \Jitness, I would like you to onswor me exactly concerning tho 
question of thouniform of tho S82, Is it correct, witness, that 800 members 
of tho VDM wore SS uniforms? 

A Yose 

Q Did I undorstand your answor corroctly whon you said that somo 
mombers of the VDI wore SS uniforms so that thoy would not be sont to tho 
front line? 

That is not correct, Tho mattoris as follows: This work Sector 
@was obliged, according to tho Gormm*Russian agreement to go into the 
Russion zonoe Now, during tho timo that those mon were in tho oastn these 

» Some of them wore called into the Gormm arny. In order to 

provent o copstant chonso of members of tho commission, the following was 
carricd out. Tho mon, workin; togother with the Sovict Union, wont through 
the local craft boards and through the local army administrators woro drafted 
into the Vaffon SS and thon assigned to tho VDII, which was undor tho command 
of the SS cormance Thoro has boon a slight mistake in translation, the VDM 
was not unior the SS high comannd, but it was the staff company, which was 
connected with tho VDii and that was an SS military unit. ihon those mon 
had finishod their work aid whon thoy roturnod to Germany, thoy wore handed 
over to tho jurisdiction of tho troopSe 

Q Was tho VDM a civilian organization? 

4, Yos, it was o hichor Roichs offices 

Q Of what military organization did you speak before and to what 
branch of the army were the troops? 

4 These 800 men were put undor the jurisdiction of a civilian 
organizations 


Q Undor whose jurisdiction cid thoy come? 


They came undor tho jurisdiction of the Higher Gorman official croup, 


tho organization for the sottlomont of Gorman Nations, tho VDile 
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Q After they roturned from the work to which they were assigned in 
tho Russian territory, to what troop wore thoy handed over? 

4 =©They wero given to a replacoment detachment of tho Woffon SSe 

Q What year was that? 

A Bovinning with 1940. 

Q You must know that you aro undor cathe ihhy is it that you mako 
wrong statements? You must know thot in 1940 only volunteers were taken 
into the Waffen SS? 

4 I mado a correct statomont in this casc.e This is tho way it was 
done with those men and I cannot make any othor statomont. 

Q In othor words, is it corroct thant those 800 mon wore voluntcers 
to tho SS, thoy wero voluntcers from tho work of tho VDM and they 
voluntarily joined the SS, AmI correct? 

4 wo had to sond cortain Germen comand groups to do this work since 
at that time thoro were only about fiftcon members and a few women in tho 
works, Sootion one provided that wo could get these new monmbers only 
through the so-called Notdionstvorpflichtcton or recruiting organizations, 
which wore assigned to us by the aiploynont officoe: 

Q I want to state that the witnoss has mado several contradictory 
statomonts nowe 

4 Way I continuc with my onswor of your question? These mon were 
so called Notdicnstvorplflichtctons or recruited workers, who wore assigned 
to those commandose. 

Q Am I corroct in understanding that yousaid tho military commandos 
head to be sont to the Soviet Union in ordor to carry out this rosottlomont? 

4 No, it was not agreed to sond o military gramp,sbut a uniform group 
and that is why these so=called Notdionstvorpflichtoton or recruited 
workers were put into the uniform of tho SS, as it was agreed with tho 
Soviot Union ond in order to provont that these mon would bo drafted 


during the timo they were o duty with thoso commissions, tho local home 


office hhd those mon transforred into tho Waffen SS and it was only after 


.) 


these mon had returned from their work or roturned home on a furlough that 


tho, had become mombors of tho SSe« 
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Q From tho way you testified before this commission, it becomos 


evident that this whole group going into Russia were just a masquorades 
Could youtell us what part of tho agrcement with the Sovict Union was 
concorned with military organizations? Can you tell me if there was such 
an agroonent? 

A I am sure that tho Russian Prosocutor has a much Lottor chance 
to look at the Sovict German rosottloment agreement than I and in it he 


will 
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knowledzee I am satisfied with the statements of the wibnesse No further 
questions. 
MRe MCILLWRAITH: Dr. Haensel do you have any further questions ? 


Dité HAENSEL$ Only ones 


REDIRECT EXAMINA TION 
BY DR, HAENSELs 
Qe The British prosecutor, Elwyn Jones, asked concerning the mtter of 

the support payments carried out by the Foreign Ministry, Mr. Benlein, 
which was supposed to go through the VDM. I am presenting Document USA 96 
which I believe covers the questicn by Mre Jones, I would like to know 
if you are informed of the mattere 

(Witness is handed cocument USA 96) 

Ae I cid not know anything about this Dicument, but I supposc that 

this was the basis of the questionin; this morning as t. what extent the 
BDM was connected with the transfcr »>f men and from this Document I see 
it is a sug¢estion from within the foreign ministry to increase the 
monthly p~ayments by five t ousanc five huncred marks. Paragraph 1 of this 
Document sgys the payments to the Bureau of Burger from the lst of Aupust 
of this year be increased to five th_-usand five huncred marks monthly. 
From this statement, it is evident that this payment was not made by the 
VOM and frem the foct ncte which is hand written, it says that the VIM 
was to be informed by the political bureau, It says the same thing as 
I said this morning, without secing the Document, that the VDM was 
merely infcrmed by the political Department of this matters so that they 
woulc know that the currency which c.uld be used for Czechs Slovakia would 
be smaller by five thousanc. fivu huncrec markse 

Ue KEMINERs I suggest that this answer be stricken from the record. 
This man is not an authority on forcign affairs and is not qualified to judg: 
any document outsice of the German Reich. 

DR. HAENSEL: I object to thate I do say that the witness from his 


own experience can say, according to the feotenote on the Document, that 


0 
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the VDM was merely informed of the cntire matter. 
MR, MCILLWRAITH: I shall not have it stricken from the racordy but 
the value of the answer will be considered by the Tribunal, 
DRe HAENSELs No further questionse 


MR. MCILLWRAITHs The wibhess may retiree 


(1500 Hours) 
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